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AS PORTUGAL HAS GIVEN UP ITS FORMER AFRICAN TERRITORIES 
IT HAS TAKEN IN A MASSIVE FLOOD OF REFUGEES. IN LISBON, VOA'S 
DAVID LENT INVESTIGATED THE DIMENSIONS OF THE PROBLEM AND 
FILED THIS REPORT. 

VOICE: 

NOBODY IS PRECISELY CERTAIN, BUT ACCORDING TO OFFICIAL 
FIGURES, THE SMALL COUNTRY OF PORTUGAL WITH ONLY SLIGHTLY 
MORE THAN EIGHT MILLION PERSONS, HAS TAKEN IN MORE THAN SIX 
HUNDRED-FIFTY THOUSAND REFUGEES OVER THE PAST SIX MONTHS. 

THE CONSEQUENCES OF THIS MASS MIGRATION OF PERSONS, MANY 
ARRIVING WITH LITTLE MORE THAN THE CLOTHES ON THEIR BACK, IS 
DRAGGING DOWN PORTUGAL'S ECONOMY, ALREADY IN GRAVE CONDITION 
FOLLOWING TWO YEARS OF TUMULTUOUS REVOLUTION. 

DOCTOR ALBERTO SOARES MARQUES, THE PORTUGUESE GOVERNMENT 
OFFICIAL RESPONSIBLE FOR FUNNELING FOREIGN AID TO THE NEEDY 
REFUGEES, SAYS HUNDREDS OF REFUGEES CONTINUE TO ARRIVE 
DAILY AND THAT EIGHTY-EIGHT THOUSAND PERSONS IN MOZAMBIQUS HAVE 
REGISTERED THEIR INTENTION TO COME TO PORTUGAL. MOST OF THE 
REFUGEES NOW SWAMPING PORTUGAL ARE FROM ANGOLA, 

SEVERAL FACTORS EASED THE BURDEN OF ABSORBING THIS MASS 
OF PEOPLE AMOUNTING TO NEARLY TEN PERCENT OF THE TOTAL 
POPULATION, MANY OF THE REFUGEES HAVE RELATIVES HERE AND 
EIGHTY-FIVE PERCENT OF THEM ARE, IN FACT, NOW LIVING WITH 
RELATIVES. ALSO EASING THE TASK IS THE FACT THAT THEY SPEAK 


THE SAME LANGUAGE, ARE OF THE SAME RACE AND HAVE ESSENTIALLY 
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THE SAME CULTURAL VALUES. BUT THE ARRIVAL OF THIS MASS OF 
HUMANITY HAS STRAINED THE ABILITY OF THE PORTUGUESE GOVERNMENT 
TO PROVIDE BASIC SOCIAL SERVICES SUCH AS HOUSING, SCHOOLING, 
MEDICAL CARE AND, MOST SERIOUS OF ALL, JOBS. DOCTOR SOARES 
MARQUES SAYS LESS THAN TEN PERCENT OF THE REFUGEES HAVE 
FOUND JOBS IN THE HOMELAND. THE FIGURE COULD BE EVEN LOWER. 
FINDING HOUSING FOR THOSE WITHOUT RELATIVES HAS BEEN 
THE MOST IMMEDIATE PROBLEM. THE GOVERNMENT HAS PUT SOME 
REFUGEES UP IN SCHOOL BUILDINGS, HOSPITALS AND OTHER PUBLIC 
BUILDINGS, IT IS PAYING HOTEL BILLS FOR THIRTY-THREE THOUSAND 
OTHERS. BUT THE TASK IS ENORMOUS. THE GOVERNMENT IS PLANNING 
TO ALLOCATE A FULL TEN PERCENT OF ITS BUDGET THIS YEAR TO 
REFUGEE AID. AND THIS 13 BEGINNING TO CREATE SOME 
RESENTMENT AMONG THE FIFTEEN PERCENT OF THE DOMESTIC LABOR 
FORCE UNABLE TO FIND JOBS AND WHO OBJECT TO SPECIAL 
TREATMENT FOR THE REFUGEES. 
COPT) THERE'S ALSO A POLITICAL PROBLEM, THERE HAVE 
BEEN FEARS EXPRESSED HERE THAT THE REFUGEES -- WHO ARE 
GENERALLY MORE CONSERVATIVE THAN HOMELAND PORTUGUESE ~-- MIGHT 
UNITE IN SUPPORT OF A REACTIONARY POLITICAL MOVEMENT, 8UT THE 
REFUGEES HAVE NOT BEEN ABLE TO ORGANIZE THEMSELVES AS A 
DISTINCT POLITICAL GROUP, AND THE EXPECTATION IS THAT THE 
REFUGEE VOTE IN SUNDAY'S LEGISLATIVE ELECTION WILL GO MOSTLY 
TO THE CONSERVATIVE SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC PARTY AND THE 
POPULAR DEMOCRATS, BOTH REGARDED AS DEMOCRATIC PARTIES, 
CEND OPT) 
THE BULK OF FOREIGN AID FOR THE REFUGEES IS FROM THE 


UNITED STATES WHICH IS SENDING THIRTY-FIVE MILLION DOLLARS 
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THIS YEAR TO HELP ALLEVIATE THE MOST PRESSING PROBLEMS. THE 
MONEY IS GOING INTO TWO MAIN AREAS OF EFFORT -- HOUSING AND 
CREATION OF JOBS. THE HOUSING FUNDS ARE BEING SPENT MAINLY 
TO REPAIR AND ALTER DWELLINGS TO ACCOMODATE THE REFUGEES. AN 
OFFICIAL OF THE U.S. AID PROGRAM SAYS THAT IF THE PORTUGUESE 
GOVERNMENT DECLARES HOUSING TO BE THE HIGHEST PRIORITY, 

MORE MONEY WILL BE FUNNELED INTO EXPANDING HOUSING PROGRAMS, 
THE OTHER MAJOR AREA OF EFFORT -- AND, IN THE LONG RUN, THE 
MOST IMPORTANT -- IS THE CREATION OF JOBS. THE PORTUGUESE 
GOVERNMENT HAS PLANS FOR ABOUT ONE HUNDRED PROJECTS TO CREATE 
JOBS. THE IDEA IS TO PLANT SEED MONEY TO GET ENTERPRISES 
GOING AT WHICH REFUGEES WOULD FIND JOBS. IN OPORTO, IN THE 
NORTH, THE GOVERNMENT HAS FINANCED A REFUGEE-RUN COMBINED 
RESTAURANT SUPERMARKET. OTHER PROJECTS BEING ORGANIZED 
INCLUDE FARM COOPERATIVES WHERE REFUGEES WOULD TURN TO CATTLE, 
SHEEP AND HOG RAISING. 

BUT THE SURFACE OF THE PORTUGUESE REFUGEE PROBLEM HAS 
BARELY BEEN SCRATCHED. THE HARD FACT REMAINS THAT UNTIL NOW 
ONLY THE MOST URGENT NEEDS OF THE RETURNING REFUGEES HAVE 
BEEN MET, AND THE COUNTRY WHICH HAS ITS HANDS FULL MEETING THE 
NEEDS OF ITS OWN POPULATION IS SIMPLY QVERWHELMED 8Y THE 
ARRIVING THOUSANDS OF HOMELESS, JOBLESS PERSONS. 
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